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O Adorable Face, worthy of all our veneration and love! 
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bow Meritorious It Is to Meditate on 
the Passion of Christ. 


Blessed Albertus Magnus, Louis of Granada, Martin 
Cochem, and others say, that a person, who reflects with 
compassion, even for a short time, on the passion of Christ, 
merits more, than another, who without remembering our 
Lord’s sufferings, scourges himself unto blood, fasts upon 
bread and water, or recites the entire psalter. 

The saintly and learned Abbot Blosius writes: ‘‘We 
are unable to describe, we are unable to comprehend, what 
great fruit a person reaps, who humbly and with good 
will, reflects on the passion of Christ.’’ 

Tauler, one of the greatest ascetics of the middle ages, 
says: ‘‘Once when a great servant of God asked our 
Lord, what a man would merit, who exercised himself de- 
voutly in meditating upon His passion, Christ answered: 
‘By such meditation he merits: 


1. Lo be cleansed from his sins. (Mortal sins must be 
confessed. ) 
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2. That all his negligences be made good by the 


merits of My sufferings. 

3. To be strengthened so that he will not easily be 
overcome by his enemies. 

4. That My grace will be renewed in him, as often 
as he reflects on My sufferings. 

5. That I refuse him nothing that is profitable, if 
he earnestly ask for it. 

6. That I lead him to perfection before his death. 
7. That I assist him in his last hour, protect him 
against his enemies, and give him an assurance of sal- 


vation.’”’ 





Che Agony in the Garden. 





Then Jesus came with them into a country place which is 
called Gethsemanit; and he satd to his disciples, sit you here, 
till I go yonder and pray.—StT. MATT. xxvi. 36. 


The Tabernacle—tbe Second Getbsemani. 


The tabernacle is a second Gethsemani. Here, the prayer 
of Jesus is incessant and bears upon it the features of the prayer 
in the garden. It is a prayer of intercession, of propitiation, and 
of reparation to God the Father for the numberless sins which 
men commit, sins which daily wound the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and inflict upon this patient Victim a sorrow which is the con- 
tinuation of the sadness of that woeful night in Gethsemani. 

As our Blessed Lord prayed then for the world, which He 
had come to save, with an ardor and intensity which caused a 
sweat of blood to burst from His sacred veins, so now does He 
pray for each one of the children whom His death has redeemed. 
Let us think of this wonderful, divine prayer, going up to Al- 
mighty God day and night, continually, year after year, century 
after century, from every chapel throughout the universe in which 
the Blessed Sacrament abides, and from every consecrated Host 
which each ciborium contains! There is not a human need 
which Jesus does not set before His Heavenly Father, nota 
temptation for which He does not win us grace and strength, not 
a sorrow, not a trial, for which he does not intercede, nor yet 
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one poor prayer of our own to which He does not add the price- 
less merit of His own supplications. 

We shall never know on this side of the grave how many 
have been the dangers which have been averted, nor how many 
the sins from the commission of which we have been delivered 
by this incessant mediation. How often may it have been that 
Almighty God, Who is a God of justice, when incensed against 
the world to the uttermost—against ourselves in particular—and 
on the verge of striking us in His anger, has let fall His uplifted 
arm before the eloquence of the Pleader in the tabernacle, before 
that living embodiment of patience, humility, charity, and com- 
plete self-abnegation, which the Sacred Host offers in reparation 
for our wickedness ! 


There Are Grand Orders Whose Vocation Ts to Pray. 


It is true that there are grand Orders—whose families of men 
and of women—whose vocation it is to pray, to place themselves 
as shields between the Creator and His erring creature, to expi- 
ate sin and to draw down God’s graces upon the needs of the 
Church. Beautiful, however, as is the mission which these holy 
souls fulfil, it would not be possible for their prayers to attain all 
the miseries of mankind, all the necessities of the Church militant 
and suffering. It requires the infinitude of God to reach such an 
infinitude of needs, and therefore Jesus Christ, whose heart re- 
sponds to every human cry and sympathizes with every human 
sorrow, trial, aspiration and longing, offers Himself as perpetual 
Mediator, as a perpetual channel of intercession between heaven 
and earth, as, in fine, our all-powerful Advocate, Whose voice 
ascending continually from the tabernacle is the key of heaven 
itself. 

Adoration. 

Another characteristic of the prayer of Jesus in the Sacred 
Species is that of adoration—the continuation of that incessant 
adoration of His Heavenly Father, in which He spent the whole 
of His earthly life. At Bethlehem, in the twofold solitude of the 
cave and of the dumbness of infancy to which Jesus had con- 
demned Himself, His one occupation was prayer,—not supplica- 
tion for the sins of mankind only, but pure worship of God 
Almighty. At Nazareth, we know that besides the frequent acts 
of devotion in which He joined with His mother and foster- 
father, the Boy was wont to betake Himself to the seclusion of 
the vineyards on the hill-sides, in order to pray. In the temple 
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we behold Him worshipping at His mother’s side. At the outset 
of His public ministry, He retired into the desert for forty days’ 
uninterrupted prayer. During His apostolic journeys, His nights 
were spent in prayer,—prayer which culminated in the agony of 
the garden of Gethsemani, to be perpetuated and renewed, as long 
as the world shall last, in the tabernacles of our churches. 

Surely the lesson which this unceasing adoration teaches us 
is the manifest duty incumbent on us to adore God our Father, 
and to add our feeble mite of worship to the worship of the 
Sacred Host. In our prayers we ask readily for the graces and 
blessings of which we stand in need; we pray very fervently 
whenever we are in trouble; we make acts of contrition which 
are more or less genuine; we go so far as to thank our Blessed 
Lord for the benefits received, but how many of us give a thought 
to the duty of adoration? Our hearts are, asa rule, so engrossed 
with our own interests, that the interests of God escape our mem- 
ory altogether, our prayers reflecting directly or indirectly upon 
ourselves alone. 


Our Prayers in Accordance witb bis Prayers. 


Let us then henceforth take an example from the Blessed 
Sacrament, and when we pray beseech Jesus to give us a clearer 
insight into His wishes, in order that our prayers may be more in 
accordance with His, that they may embrace a wider sphere and 
that so our hearts and minds may become enlarged until we ha- 
bitually place His interests before our own. If we do this, we 
need have no fear that Jesus will permit us to suffer for our gen- 
erosity. Let us endeavor to love and worship Him for that which 
He is, as well as for that which He gives, seeking how, in our 
poor way, we may co-operate with His perpetual prayer in 
the tabernacle by interceding in union with Him for the souls 
of men, for the souls of those dear to us, and for the souls of those 
who have no one to pray for them, whose lives are spent in for- 
getfulness of God, surrounded by temptations to evil and un- 
blessed by any holy influence around them. The amount of 
help and strength we may thus bring to many a forlorn, struggling 
soul, whose heart is not yet utterly perverse, is incalculable, and 
from the very fact of our being personally unacquainted with 
such souls, our prayers are perhaps the more valuable inasmuch 
as they are untainted with the insiduous self-complacency which 
is so apt to accompany the gratification of watching the effects 
of our good works. A. R. 
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What the Saints Say about the Value of holy Mass. 


C 


HE holy fathers of the Church cannot say too much when 
they enlarge on the benefits holy Mass brings to the 
faithful. St. Laurence Justinian says, ‘“‘Assuredly no 
human tongue is capable of telling how abundant are 
the fruits to be derived from the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
how great the gifts and graces that flow from it.” He then 
proceeds to enumerate a few of the most striking of these: 
‘Through the Sacrifice of the Mass the sinner is reconciled with 
God, the just is confirmed in his justice. Transgressions are for- 
given, vices exterminated, virtues multiplied, merits augmented, 
temptations overcome.’’ The more we consider these words, the 
more remarkable and full of meaning they seem to be. 

The venerable Father Anthony Molina, a pious and learned 
Carthusian, in his work on the dignity of the priesthood, has many 
beautiful and forcible passages relating to holy Mass that must 
awaken love and esteem for it in every Christian heart. ‘*7here 
is nothing” he says, “‘so profitable to mankind, so efficacious 
Jor the relief of the suffering souls, nothing so helpful for the 
attainment of spiritual riches, as the most holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. In fact in comparison with it, all the good works which 
we perform by day or night, from the most virtuous motives, 
are of little account.’’ These words almost surpass belief, yet 
what consolation they convey to us! The holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, if rightly offered, is said to outweigh in value all other 
works, even those practices of piety which are performed with 
real devotion, recollection of heart, profound humility, fervent 
charity, and purity of intention. 

Fornerus, bishop of Hebron, commenting on the psalm 
Miserere, says: He who, hears Mass devoutly, and in the state 
of grace, gains more than he who performs some arduous work 
for the love of God, or goes on a distant pilgrimage. And no 
wonder, for good works derive their worth and importance from 
their object, and the person that performs them. Now what is 
more noble, more precious, more divine, than the Sacrifice of the 
Mass, because Jesus Christ offers Himself to the Heavenly 
Father.” 





Rotbing Better. 


Marchantius, writing on thesame subject, says: “The Cath- 
olic Church can do nothing better, more holy, nothing more 
worthy of the most high God, more pleasing to Jesus and Mary, 
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more gratifying to the angels and saints, more profitable for both 
the just and the sinners, more advantageous to the souls in pur- 
gatory, than offer the holy Sacrifice of the Mass.” 

In the preface to an old missal bearing the date 1634 we find 
an exhortation addressed to priests bidding them entertain a very 
high opinion of the excellence of the holy Sacrifice, and never 
doubt that every time they celebrate it they render God more 
acceptable service than by the exercise of the loftiest virtues, or 
by suffering all conceivable tortures for His sake. 

The Council of Trent. 

The most important testimony concerning the profit, which 
the faithful derive from holy Mass, ts the authoritative utter- 
ances of the Council of Trent: *‘We must needs confess that 
no other work can be performed by the faithful so holy and divine 
as this tremendous mystery itself, wherein that life-giving victim, 
by which we were reconciled to the Father, is daily immolated on 
the altar by priests’’ (Sess. xxii.). Had we no other testimony 
or proof of the profitableness of holy Mass, this alone ought to 
be sufficient to induce pious souls to hear Mass daily. 

Priests can indeed do nothing more holy and divine than 
celebrate holy Mass; the laity can do nothing more holy and 
divine than hear Mass, serve Mass, join in offering Mass, have 
Mass said for their intentions, follow the prayers and unite in 
spirit with the celebrant. Since to do this is of all works the 
most holy and divine, it stands to reason that it should also be 
the most profitable and meritorious. 

Accept, therefore, with thy whole heart, O Christian, the 
wholesome doctrine taught thee by thy mother, the Church. 
Thou canst perform many good works to the greater glory of God, 
in honor of the saints, for thine own spiritual profit and salvation, 
but none so divine, so exalted, so pleasing to God and the saints, 
none so profitable, so salutary, so meritorious, as ¢o assist 
devoutly at holy Mass. For the Church herself declares that 
this surpasses all other works, as far as the sun surpasses the 
planets in power and splendor, as far as it exceeds all the stars of 
the firmament in its beneficient action upon the earth. And just 
as a small piece of gold is more precious and of greater value, 
than a large piece of lead, thus the devout assisting at Mass is 
more precious than all thy other devotions and works of penance. 

St. Francis de Sales. ; 


St. Francis de Sales thought so highly of holy Mass that he 
preferred it to mental prayer, although this is universally ac- 
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knowledged to hold the first place among spiritual exercises. 
Writing to one of the nuns of the Order of the Visitation, he said, 
‘I beg you, my dear daughter, to arrange a chapel before all 
things, so that you may be able to hear Mass daily. If you cannot 
do this in your own house, then go every day to the nearest 
church, since the soul receives strength for the whole day if in 
the morning she has been brought so near to our Lord, pres- 
ent in the holy Sacrifice.’’ The nun, who was no other than 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal, wrote in reply, ‘‘Do you wish me to 
interrupt or even omit my meditation in order to hear Mass, or 
shall I leave the Mass on week-days in order to make my medita- 
tion?’’ The Saint answered, “‘You will find it much more useful 
to hear Mass than to omit it under the plea of making your medi- 
tation at home; for the corporal presence of the sacred human- 
ity of our Lord, which we have in holy Mass, is of far more 
value than His imagined presence to our mind, especially as it is 
the wish of the Church that her children should hear Mass daily.’’ 

Lucas Pinellus, Martin Cochem, and other writers, mention 
the following strange occurrence. 


Tbe Poor Laborer. 


There was once a poor workingman whose devotion to holy 
Mass was so great that he endeavored to hearit every day. One 
morning he had risen early and gone to the market-place with 
some other men to look for employment, when he heard the bell 
of a neighboring church ring for Mass. He directly left the other 
men and betook himself to the church, where he heard Mass very 
attentively, and implored God to give him that day his daily 
bread. But on returning to the market-place he found all the 
other men had got work, and although he waited for some time, 
no one would give him a job. Presently he went back to his 
home with a heavy heart, for he could not help regretting that 
he had lost a day’s work by going to Mass. On his way back he 
was accosted by a rich gentleman, who asked him why he was 
looking so sorrowful. The man told him he had been to Mass 
and thus lost a day’s wages, ‘‘Never mind,’’ the stranger rejoined, 
“go and hear a Mass for me, and I will give you what you would 
have earned by your day’s work.’’ The poor man went back to 
the church and heard a Mass and yet another. Then he went to 
the rich man’s house, where a good meal was given him, besides 
a loaf and a shilling. For this he returned many thanks, and set 
out once more for his own home quite joyfully. 
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He had not gone far before he met a gentleman of stately 
appearance, who asked him what made him lookso happy. The 
man related what had occurred, and expressed his sense of obli- 
gation to his kind benefactor. But the stranger said, “‘He has 
not given you enough; go back to the rich man, and tell him he 
must give you more, or it will go ill with him.’’ The poor man 
therefore returned to his benefactor, and delivered the message, 
at the same time describing the fine appearance and distinguished 
manners of his new friend. 

The rich man, thinking it was some saint who had spoken to 
the workingman, gave him a sovereign and bade him say some 
prayers for him. The poor fcllow was hastening home to tell his 
wife and children of his good luck, when he was again stopped by 
the same gentleman, who asked him how much had been given 
to him this time. He informed him of the amount he had re- 
ceived, and was extolling the generosity of his benefactor, 
when the other said, “‘Go back once more, and say to him that 
if he does not give you five pounds he will not be alive tomorrow.’ 
The man at first refused to make such a demand, but the order 
was repeated in so peremptory a manner, that he yielded, and, 
returning reluctantly to his rich friend, related to him what he 
had been told to say. The message alarmed the rich man very 
much, for he was a great sinner, and kad not made good confes- 
sions, but rather than take the risk of a sudden and unprepared 
death, he gave the five pounds. 

That same night, while he was asleep, Christ appeared to 
him and said, “I am He who sent that poor man to you; I 
will tell you why I did so: The devil appealed to My justice to 
punish you, and called upon Me to pass sentence on you, and 
deliver you into his power, on account of your crimes, unconfessed 
and unrepented of. Fortunately for you that poor workingman 
came between you and your doom; dy piously hearing Mass, 
and praying so fervently for you, he induced Me to revoke 
My verdict, and give you time to do penance. Wherefore con- 
fess your sins, amend your life, and be liberal in alms-giving.”’ 
The rich man did all this, and was assiduous in hearing Mass 


besides. 





Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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The Ring Set with Seven Precious Stones. 





The holy Sacrifice of the Mass ts the most excellent school 
of virtue and holiness. Or could the Man-God manifest in a 
more striking manner His love for sacrifice, His humility and obe- 
dience, His love of poverty and mortification, than in the Eu- 
charistic Sacrifice? 

The Lord once showed St. Mechtild a ring set with seven 
precious stones, which encircled Himself and her own soul. The 
precious stones represented the sevenfold manner in which our 
Lord is present in the Holy Sacrifice for our salvation. He comes 
upon the altar in such great Aumility, that there is no one desir- 
ing to be united to Him, to whom He will not lower Himself;— 
with so much pazzence, that there is no sinner present with whom 
He will not bear, or, if he desire a reconciliation, will not forgive 
all his sins;—with so much /ove, that there is no one howsoever cold 
or hardened he may be, whose heart He will not inflame and soften 
if he but wish it:—with such an overflowing sindness, that no 
one howsoever poor whom he will not fill with riches;—with so 
much sweetness, that no one, however ill or hungry, will partake 
of Him without being refreshed and fully satiated ;—with so much 
light, that there is no heart, however dark and blinded it may 
be, which can not be enlightened and purified by His presence ;— 
lastly with such a fullness of grace and sanctity, that no one, 
however slothful and distracted he may be, could not be roused 
by His love and incited to devotion. 





Wiby Wot More than Six Candles? 





The Jesuit Father Porhammer, a man of great talent and 
energy, was well known and greatly honored in Vienna. Many 
anecdotes are related concerning him. He was held in high 
esteem by the Emperor Joseph II., though he sometimes ignored 
his majesty’s orders in ecclesiastical affairs, as the latter inter- 
fered in church matters entirely too much and was commonly 
called the ‘‘brother sacristan.’’ Father Porhammer was pastor 
of the church of the ‘‘Nativity of Mary’’ in the suburb Rennweg 
and at the same time provost of a Hungarian provostry. The 
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church was under his supervision and had been built after his 
design during Maria Theresa’s reign. 

The emperor gave orders that there should be not more than 
six candles burning upon the high altar. Through some grudging 
tale-bearer the emperor had been informed that Father Porham- 
mer had arranged for a grand illumination of the high altar on 
Christmas night. Some time later when Father Porhammer had 
an audience, the emperor, half in jest, asked him why he had 
ignored this order. Father Porhammer answered, “‘When your 
majesty was born there was a great illumination and thousands 
of candles were burned: why should we not have more than six 
when we celebrate the birth of the King of kings?’’—*‘That’s 
just like Father Porhammer,’’ the emperor replied, and from 


that time the Father could manage his church unmolested. 
r. Ba & 





Pius xX. on Daily Communion. 





At the conclusion of the Catholic Congress held in Metz, 
Germany, last autumn, the Bishop of that Diocese sent the ac- 
count of the deliberations to Pius X., and received from him in 
return a beautiful letter of thanks, in which he says: 

‘*You have in a very special manner entered into my feelings 
and my labor, by choosing as the chief topic for your Congress’s 
deliberations the methods of putting into effect the decree of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Council concerning ‘‘Frequent and 
Daily Communion.’’ If the Congress has achieved no other object 
it will none the less have corresponded to my most earnest wish- 
es; rather all the more, for, this fruit will contain in itself all the 
other happy results that one may hope. For daily communion 
is the source of the true love of God, of sincere piety and of a 
complete union of minds. It is there that human feebleness finds 
its support and strength. In one word, it is the preliminary con- 
dition of every Christian life. Oh, if all the world might under- 
stand this. This is the grace that I pray to God for, with insist- 


ent supplications.”’ 
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The Apparition of the Divine Child at 
bartmansweiler, Alsace. 





This apparition took place in the year 1828, in the octave of 
Corpus Christi, June 12, 13, and 14. It was in the evening during 
benediction, at eight o’clock; six hundred persons of every age 
and class were eye-witnesses and ready to testify by oath to the 
truth of the occurrence. The learned and zealous Father Willig 
was pastor of Hartmansweiler at the time. During benediction 
on each of these three evenings, the divine Child was visible 
in the monstrance. The face was exceedingly beautiful; the heav- 
enly Child moved Its eyes and looked lovingly at everybody. 
Each time a Jight went forth from the monstrance; it grew 
brighter every evening and was the brightest Saturday evening. 
The acolytes who knelt on the altar steps saw the apparition the 
first evening, as did also some other children, who, on their way 
home, said to one another, ‘Oh, what a beautiful face there 
was in the monstrance!’’ The second evening the apparition 
was visible to the pastor, Father Willig, to the sacristan, the 
acolytes, and many secular persons. As witnesses, the pastor 
permitted a number of men to mount the altar steps. All were 
deeply moved and exclaimed, ‘‘What an exquisitely beautiful 
countenance!’’ The vision was likewise seen by some persons 
in the nave and in the choir. The third evening Saturday, June 
14th, the apparition was visible to every person in the church; 
even those who were furthest from the altar, distinctly saw the 
exceedingly kind and loving features of the divine Child. Its 
arms were crossed upon Its breast.—A great number of conver- 
sions took place after the apparition, and many who saw it made 
a general confession of their whole life. 

What did our divine Lord wish to teach us by this apparition? 


1. That it is most pleasing and agreeable to Him to have 
us visit and adore Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 


2. That He looks upon all those who visit and adore Him, 
with the utmost kindness and condescension; this was shown by 
the sweetness and lovingness expressed in His features. 

3. That He is present here not asa severe judge, but mild and 
gentle, as a child; therefore, He appeared in the form of a child. 

4. That He increases His graces every time we visit Him, 
and for this reason the brightness increased every evening. 

Dear reader, if you but knew a one hundredth part of the good- 
ness and kindness of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and 
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how dear those are to Him who serve Him, you would visit Him 
often and at the cost of any sacrifice. 





The Lily of hobenems. 





(A Story for Altar Boys. ) 

We have the following beautiful story from most reliable 
authority. 

On August 8, 1895, a little school-boy, aged ten years, was 
buried at Hohenems, Austria. The deep grief of his parents and 
the great concourse of people at the funeral, proved that this 
child had been not only the joy and consolation of his parents, 
but a general favorite with all who knew him. The boy’s name 
was John George Benzer; he was quiet and modest, diligent at 
home and in school, and on this account was chosen to be an 
altar boy. He always carefully observed silence in the sacristy, 
folded his hands devoutly at the altar, and served the priest with 
respect and devotion. His conduct was most edifying. He was 
always at his post in time, although he had nearly half an hour’s 
walk to the church, and on Sundays was in the sacristy at six 
o’clock, ready to serve the early Mass. He loved best to go to 
church alone or accompanied by his mother, to whom he often 
said on the way, ‘Let us go alone, Mother, for if others go with 
us they talk about so many things.’’ He approached the holy 
table every Sunday since receiving his first communion at Easter. 
This, without doubt, was the chief cause, that John George so 
far surpassed his companions in piety. 

The following occurrence shows the glowing love for the 
Blessed Sacrament, with which the heart of this dear child 
was already filled. On the Sunday before Corpus Christi he 
wished to rise at four o’clock in order to go to confession and 
holy communion, but he overslept. This caused him bitter grief; 
and in order to make it good, received the holy Sacraments 
very early on the feast itself. For a long time he had felt 
an ardent desire, to become a priest, that he might be able 
to approach our dear Lord still nearer and to be more closely 
united with Him Whom he already loved so tenderly. He often 
begged his father to let him go to the seminary for boys at Brixen, 
and prepared himself with great care for the examination which 
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was held Aug. 17th, at Feldkirch. He longed for the day when 
he would be allowed to enter the seminary. 

But God had ordained otherwise, and spared him the ordeal 
of the various examinations, as well asthe numberless other trials 
which would have awaited him. Little John George was already 
ripe for heaven. A very serious internal inflamation befell him. 
During his short but painful illness, he was never heard to utter 
a word of complaint. When asked if he did not suffer, he re- 
plied, “‘I do indeed suffer, but do not tell mother for it will make 
her cry.’’ With touching devotion he received the last sacra- 
ments and from thenceforth was occupied solely with Jesus and 
Mary. A quarter of an hour before his death, when the cold 
perspiration was already upon his brow, he called his father say- 
ing, ‘Dear Father, let me embrace you once more,’’ at the same 
time throwing his pale, cold arms about his father’s neck. Then 
once more he lovingly embraced and kissed his mother. Thus 
did our divine Lord pluck this pure, white lily and transplant it 
into paradise, where it will bloom for all eternity in heavenly 
splendor. 

This little boy may well be taken, as a shining example for 
all boys, but especially for those who serve our dear Lord at His 
holy altar. May parents and superiors learn from this story, 
what excellent effects frequent and devout communion produces 
in children. 





Don Bosco and a Miracle of the Holy Eucharist. 


The nearer Don Bosco reached the end of his earthly pil- 
grimage, the more apparent were the graces he received. On 
New Year’s day 1886, a few weeks before his journey to Spain, he 
was at Turin. While visiting the pupils of the fourth class, about 
eighty in number, he said to them, ‘‘I should like to give youa 
New Year’s present.’’ And seeing a paper bag filled with hazel 
nuts, he took out a handful and giving it to the boy standing 
nearest said, ‘“‘Here, take these, but it is very little;’’ ‘‘And 
they will not reach for all of us,’’ thought the boy, taking the 
nuts. But to the great suprise of the boys, Don Bosco contin- 
ued to distribute the nuts and gave to every one as many as he 
could hold in both hands. When all had received a share, Don 
Bosco was reminded that three or four of the pupils were absent. 
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“It woud not be fair to forget them,’’ he answered, and took a 
share for the absent boys out of the bag. 

Sometime later when this occurrence was spoken about in his 
presence, he asserted that something similar had happened to 
him with chestnuts, at the time when he himself had cooked for 
the children. Then his face suddenly became grave and he add- 
ed: “Another time there were but three Hosts in the ciborium, 
but I was enabled to communicate all the persons who came to 
the railing—and there were many.”’ Villefranche. 





The Haugbty Cardinal. 


A priest was summoned to attend a dying person in a Dublin 
hotel. It was a dark, stormy night. As soon as the messenger 
arrived the priest started out. Regardless of wind and rain the 
priest wended his way through the muddy streets, to the hotel 
where he administered the last sacraments to the dying person. 
When the sacred rite was over, the proprietor, a non-Catholic, 
invited the priest to his apartments, seemingly with the purpose 
“‘to convert’? him. After providing him with some refreshments 
he said to him: ‘‘Just think of it, your Reverence, how haughty 
the bishops and cardinals are and in what luxury they live; I am 
sure ‘‘the Cardinal,’’ is sitting comfortably by the fire enjoying 
his punch, while he has sent you out through the mud and rain. 

‘‘My friend, you have a false opinion of the Cardinal.’’ 

“How do you know that?”’’ 

“‘From the very best source. You have not as yet asked 
my name.”’ 

*“What is your name?’’ 

*“Cullen—Cardinal Cullen.’’ 

The proprietor rose quickly: ‘‘Pardon, your Eminence,— 
I—I did not know—shall I order a carriage for your Eminence?’’ 

“‘No, no—I will go back as I came, I am accustomed to 
this.’” The Cardinal took his departure. A few days later the 
proprietor visited him and declared his readiness to be instructed 
in the teachings of the Catholic Church. The Cardinal gave him 
the address of a priest to whom he should go to receive instruc- 
tions, and a short time later the man was received into the 


True Fold. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


“TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY” 


Devoted to the honor of the Holy Eucharist and 
the consolation of the Poor Souls. 


March, 1909 


To All Who Love 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
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T HE Blessed Sacrament of the Altar is the 
most holy and sublime of all the sacraments. 
For It contains the holiest of all that is holy, 
Jesus Christ, to Whom is due all glory and ador- 
ation in heaven and on earth. The Holy Eucha- 
rist is the aim and end of every devotion, the 
source of all grace and consolation, the true 
paradise on earth for souls that love God. 

As the sun in the firmament gives life and 
growth to nature, thus does the Holy Eucharist 
support the life of grace in the children of the true 
Church. Without the Holy Eucharist, there is 
no true virtue, nothing truly good upon earth. 


Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


Our periodical, Tabernacle and Purgatory, 
keeps this one great end in view: to spread more 


and more a better knowledge of the Holy Eucha- 








rist. For to know and to love this mysterious sac- 
rament is one and the same thing. The greatest 
blessings are always found there where the 
members of a-parish are filled with love and devo-~ 
tion to this adorable Mystery, where they often, 
approach the Table of the Lord, and assist at holy- 
Mass with tender devotion and lively faith. 

To promote such a spirit is the very object 
of our booklet, and we feel happy in being per-. 
mitted to be co-laborers in extending the Eucha-. 
ristic kingdom. 

Who Will Assist? 

Whosoever helps to circulate Tabernacle and; 
Purgatory, performs a threefold act of charity. 

1. An act of love towards our dear Lord; 
Himself, for nothing is more pleasing to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, than to win new adorers for the 
Blessed Sacrament. This little periodical has. 
been for many, a fire which inflamed their hearts. 
with love towards their Savior in the Holy Eu-. 
charist. In consequence thereof they approach 
the holy Table more frequently and with greater- 
joy; they learned to know better the great treasure 
we possess in holy Mass, and began to adore their- 
hidden God in the tabernacle with greater faith 
and a more ardent love. All this is a source of 
joy, and a great triumph for the Divine Heart of 


Jesus. 
2. The spread of this periodical is a charit- 


able act towards your friends and acquaintances, 
for by this means you will increase in them faith, 
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and love towards our Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. How grateful will they not feel to you in 
eternity. How great will not your reward be in 
heaven. 

3. Lastly, it is an act of charity towards the 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, because it con- 
stitutes a means for its support. Day and night 
two or four sisters alternately, and often the whole 
community, pray before the Blessed Sacrament 
either solemnly exposed or hidden in the taber- 
nacle. Numberless letters are received in which 
the writers, in touching simplicity, earnestly beg 
prayers for every need of soul and body. And 
hundreds of letters, expressing gratitude for bene- 
fits obtained, are likewise received. 

And should this be surprising? Is it not rea- 
sonable to suppose that our Lord will look with 
complacency upon virginal souls, who find their 
sole happiness day and night kneeling in lov- 
ing adoration before His sacramental presence? 
Should He not deign to be moved graciously to 
listen to the petitions presented to Him in behalf 
of the suffering and oppressed, the living and the 
dead ? 

Well knowing the unworthiness of their own 
prayers, the Sisters daily unite themselves with our 
Lord in holy communion and petition with Him 
and through Him the Heavenly Father, the Giver 
of every good and perfect gift. Besides this, a holy 
Mass is daily said for those recommended to the 
Sisters’ prayers, inorder that through the efficacy 
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of the holy Sacrifice, they may obtain grace and 
mercy. 


How Can Our Booklet Obtain a 
Large Circulation ? 


Dear Reader, you have relatives and acquain- 
tances; tell them that you have an interesting little 
periodical, which fosters devotion and love for the 
Blessed Sacrament, and which contains much that 
is edifying and consoling. By means of a word, 
by your recommendation you can easily obtain a 
new subscriber. Many of our esteemed readers 
have already done so, and they will have the last- 
ing gratitude of the Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion. Sample copies will be sent to any one 
desiring such. 

Another Point. 

It is indeed true that Tabernacle and Purgatory 
is not intended for amusement and pastime, but 
is meant to be a publication for the purpose of 
edifying, of nourishing true piety; the piety which 
relates directly to the Blessed Sacrament. Is 
there anything preferable in this world to living 
piously and godly, and loving the most Blessed 
Sacrament ? 
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A Terrible Sacrilege. 





In the beginning of January, 1909, we received the following 
from a friend in New Mexico: 

Venerable Sisters:—Today, New Year’s day, we had the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in our chapel and in all the churches 
of the diocese, in reparation for a terrible crime. Christmas 
night, after midnight Mass, a man broke into the church of 
Watrous, El Sagrada Corazon, New Mexico:—Pastor of the 
church, Rev. M. Olier.—The man broke open the tabernacle and 
took the Blessed Sacrament and the Lunula from the monstrance; 
then he went to the saloon and tried tosell it. As no one wished 
to have anything to do with it, he threw the Sacred Hosts into 
the fire. This is terrible. 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Pitival ordered the Blessed Sacrament to 
be exposed on New Year’s day as reparation. During holy Mass 
I tried to honor our Lord as much as I could, and oh, He con- 


Recommending myself to your prayers I remain, respectfully, 
A. S. 





Suffer the Little Ones to Come unto Me. 





Bishop Augustine Egger of St. Gall, Switzerland, writes: 
‘It is of great importance that children should learn, to assist at 
holy Mass devoutly and frequently. They should also be taught 
to make private visits to the Blessed Sacrament. What can be 
more adapted to strengthen their faith, to awaken in them the 
spirit of prayer, what can more surely draw them to the fervent, 
loving intimacy with Christ than if they are led to converse 
reverently and confidentially with their Savior in the tabernacle. 

‘‘For this reason many priests have the praiseworthy custom 
of taking the children into the church after their instructions, for 
a silent visit to the Blessed Sacrament. But the parents also 
should lend a helping hand. A mother should send her child to 
visit the Blessed Sacrament whenever she is burdened with 
some family trouble or care. This will be a great blessing for 
the child, for the mother, and for the rest of the family.” 














178 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


HA Blaspbemous Prayer. Was It Answered? 





The ‘‘Croix’’ copies an extract from the Christmas number 
of the rabid anti-clerical paper of Messina, the ‘*Telefano,’’ in 
which the practice of visiting the Bambino on that day is held up 
to blasphemous ridicule. It is a custom in Rome, and through- 
out Italy, on Christmas morning, to bring the children to the 
crib, where the Christ-Child is presented to them wearing a re- 
splendent crown and decked out in gorgeous vesture, ready to 
give gracious audience to all the children of the world. They 
sing hymns to the Bambino and the more precocious among them 
are selected to deliver addresses. It is a very pretty custom, and 
the children and their mothers enjoy it immensely. 

It would seem natural that so simple and touching a mani- 
festation of childish piety would be encouraged; certainly not 
the subject of ribald mockery. But the holier and more touching 
the devotion, the more rabid and diabolical is the treatment it is 
sure to receive at the hands of the anti-clerical and Masonic press. 

This Messina paper, ‘‘Telefano,’’ in its issue of the 25th of 
December, devoted considerable space to the Bambino and the 
devotions of which It is the object on Christmas morning. We 
give the plain English of the verses it devotes to the Christ-Child : 

*‘O my little Bambino; 
True God and true man, I know: 
For love of the cross and thy dolorous way, 
Please answer the prayer we say. 
That is, if Thou art not a myth. 
If more than a myth, then crush us all under 
an earthquake.’’ 

This was on the 25th of December. On the third day after 
the city was destroyed and nearly all its inhabitants perished in 
the ruins. The prayer of the blasphemer was answered. 

Was the earthquake a judgment? It would be madness to 
say it was not. Did God consign to instant death 200,000 people 
for no purpose at all? Western Watchman. 





Oh, that we had more especial devotion to the Person of the 
Eternal Word, that we would read about Him the wonders the 
Church can tell us, and then meditate and make acts of love on what 
we read! This is the true way to increase our devotion to His most 
dear Humanity, and to learn howto watch at His crib, to weep over 
His cross, to worship at His tabernacle, and to nestle in His sacred 
Heart. Father Faber. 
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Children Wibo Hre to Be Pitied. 





A pastor writes: “‘One day I was called to administer the 
last sacraments to a sick woman. Her husband was not a Cath- 
olic but they had been married by the priest, and their eight 
children were baptized in the Catholic Church. After adminis- 
tering the sacraments and as I was about to leave, the sick 
woman suddenly began to weep aloud. ‘‘Why are you weep- 
ing??? I asked. ‘‘O father, will you not look after my poor 
children when I am dead.’’—This was, indeed, a weighty petition. 
“‘T will do what I can,’’ I replied, although I knew beforehand 
that I could do nothing for them if her husband was not 
willing. —The unhappy woman died soon after. The man married 
again, but this time a woman of his own faith. The children 
were forced to leave the Catholic school. Every effort to prevent 
it was of no avail. Today none of them are Catholics.’’ Poor 
children! but also and perhaps still more—poor mother !—For 
who is the cause that these children live without receiving the 
sacraments, without assisting at Mass, and that they will once 
die without receiving the sacraments? Let us pray for the 
children of mixed marriages, and that such marriages may be 
prevented. 





St. Paul of the Cross, founder of the Passionists, once 
admonished a priest, who was his intimate friend, to correct him- 
self of certain habits, which were not in accordance with the 
sanctity of the ecclesiastical state. But the latter heeded not the 
well-meant advice, until it was too late. He died, and the same 
night appeared to Father Paul of the Cross in hiscell. Upon being 
asked who he was, the deceased replied, that he was his friend, 
the priest, that he had died, and was now in purgatory. Father 
Paul then asked for what reason he had been condemned to this 
suffering, whereupon the priest answered, ‘‘Because I did not 
heed your admonition, I have to endure these torments.’’ He 
then added, “‘Oh, how dreadful they are!’’ Father Paul, who 
desired to know how long the soul had been suffering, learned 
that the priest had died but half an hour before, and that on 
account of the unspeakable torture he endured, it seemed to him 
as though he already suffered a long time. 
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Prayer, the Most Powerful Means of Obtaining 
Eternal Salvation. 





AINT Alphonsus Ligouri writes in the introduction to his 
treatise on prayer: “‘Among all the works I have written, 
I do not think I have written a more useful work than 
the present, in which I speak of prayer as a necessary 

and certain means of obtaining salvation and all the graces 
we need. If it were in my power, I would distribute a copy of it 
to every Catholic in the world, in order that all without excep- 
tion might know the adsolute necessity of prayer for obtaining 
salvation.” 

The same Saint writes, ‘‘Let us then be firmly convinced of 
the importance of prayer; for adults, as a rule, can reach eternal 
happiness only by this means. Thank God that He grants you 
the time and inclination to pray, and when you are tempted to 
commit sin take refuge to prayer.’’ St. Theresasays, “‘Oh, that 
I could assemble ail men, I would say nothing else to them but 
pray, pray, pray!’’ 

The Wecessity of Prayer. 

The holy fathers unanimously declare, that there is nothing 
more necessary for man than prayer, because 4y prayer he must 
obtain everything that he needs for soul and body, for time and 
eternity. God will not grant us His gifts and graces except we 
ask for them in prayer. Thus says St. Thomas, and St. Gregory 
say the same. No one will receive God’s assistance unless he 
asks for it by prayer. And Christ our Lord says, ‘‘Ask, and it 
shall be given you: seek, and you shall find: knock, and tt 
shall be opened to you.” 

Words Whrtby of Consideration. 


St. Chrysostom calls prayer the foundation of all virtues 
and says: “‘Asa house cannot stand without a foundation, thus 
without prayer it will be impossible for us to bring forth the fruit 
of good works. I maintain, therefore, that without prayer it is 
impossible to acquire any virtue or in general to lead an upright 
life.’’ In these words St. Chrysostom gives us clearly to under- 
stand the necessity of prayer. 

St. Ambrose says: ‘“The soul of the man who neglects prayer 
dies, because prayer is the food of the soul. Whosoever, there- 
fore, deprives himself of this food, kills his soul. He who cannot 
pray continually, should at least set aside some part of his time 
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in which he can partake of this life-giving food, that he may not 
die or fall into perdition.’’ 


As a Roaring Lion. 


Let us, therefore, love prayer and be zealous at tt. But 
that you may be moved to greater zeal consider earnestly how 
Satan in his cunning, constantly follows you and contrives by 
every means to deceive, mislead and ruin you, according to the 
words of St. Peter, “‘Brethren, be sober and watch because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about, seeking whom 
he may devour.”’ 

‘‘No one is to be excused,’’ says St. Chrysostom, “‘if he is 
overcome by the enemy, because he neglected to pray. For 
whosoever ceases to pray, gives Satan power over himself, and 
whosoever does not pray at all, surrenders himself to the devil. 
But as often as you pray you frighten the evil one, for prayer 
deprives him of his strength. When the evil spirits behold us 
armed with prayer, they flee from us, the same as the murderer 
who takes flight when he sees the officers of justice pursuing him 
with their weapons.”’ 


Cunning of the Evil Spirit. 


The evil spirit fears prayer and seeks to prevent it by 
temptations and distractions, because he knows but too well that 
our salvation and eternal happiness depends upon our prayer. 
This archenemy hates nothing more than prayer, and he con- 
stantly seeks to prevent it. ‘‘As soon as a man wishes to pray,”’ 
says the Abbot Agathon, ‘“‘the devils hasten thither in order to 
prevent him from doing so, because they well know ¢hat we can 
in no way better bring to naught thetr evil suggestions than 
by fervent prayer.” 

How earnest and true are the words of St. Chrysostom, ‘‘He 
who does not take part in prayer goes into temptation, and if I 
see a person who does not love prayer, I know for certain that 
he practices no virtue and that he is wanting in all good. But if 
I see anyone who is anxious to pray, and considers it his greatest 
loss to omit constant prayer, then I am convinced that sucha 
person is a true temple of God and a spiritual vessel of all virtues.’’ 
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A Sublime Vocation. 





We receive quite a number of letters from young ladies asking 
for admission into our community, and for an explanation of the 
rules and requirements of the religious life. We, therefore, make 
the following brief remarks. 


Every Person bas a Special Vocation, 


God has destined a special place in life for every Christian. 
This destination is called vocation. A person who follows this 
vocation will easily attain salvation; if, on the other hand, he 
choose another state, it will be a very difficult matter for him to 
save his soul. 

There are different states in life: the married state, the state 
of virginity, the religious state, and the priesthood. 


Wibat Sbould Be Done? 


When a person has reached that age in which a state of life 
should be decided upon, he should above all pray that God may 
make known to him His will. Heshould often say from the bot- 
tom of his heart: Grant, O my God, that I may know and do 
Thy will. 
Hodvice and Prudence. 

Neither parents nor directors are permitted to compel any 
person to enter a particular state of life, this would be usurping 
God’s rights, but a director may examine a person’s sentiments 
and inclinations and assist him by prudent counsel. Only in very 
rare cases are parents allowed to prevent a child from entering 


the religious state. 
The State of Virginity. 


Matrimony is a sacrament instituted by Christ, and in this 
state of life many have sanctified themselves and received special 
graces. But as the sun is above the earth, thus is the state of 
virginity above the married state. What dignity can be compared 
to that of virginity! Could there be a greater honor than to 
have the King of heaven and earth for aspouse? The happiness 
of life consists in the union of the soul with God. But can there 
be a more perfect happiness than the union of a virginal soul 
with God? God is a God of love and imparts His divine love to 
the soul that desires to become His bride. 


The Religious State. 


Those souls who wish to become spouses of our Lord are 
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usually attracted to the religious state. They forsake the world 
and its manifold dangers, and by virtue of the holy vows, bind 
themselves most closely to Jesus Christ. 

If our Lord calls a person to the religious state, He at the 
same time gives that soul the inclination and ability to perform the 
duties connected with that state. 

Onclination and Ability. 

In the Catholic Church there are numerous religious orders 
and congregations, which are adapted to the various needs of the 
Church as well as to the talents and dispositions of each individual. 
Some persons feel drawn to devote their life and strength to the 
education of the young; others wish to serve our Lord in the per- 
son of the sick and afflicted. They feel attracted to these works 
of charity and are happy in the state they have chosen. 

The Service of the Holy Eucharist. 

Again, there are souls who feel themselves drawn in a particu- 
lar manner to the Blessed Sacrament. Pure, innocent souls have, 
as a rule, a great love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. They 
desire to visit Him often, to love and adore Him. They love 
solitude and seclusion, prayer and recollection. Such souls are, 
as it were, the angels here on earth. What the angels do in 
heaven, these virginal souls do on earth. Or is it not an angelic 
service, to remain near our Lord, to adore and praise Him, to 
surround His holy altar, to love Him with their whole hearts, to 
ask grace and mercy for their poor, afflicted fellow-beings? 
Thrice happy the person destined for such a vocation. 

Fitness for Sucb a Life. 

For this angelic service are required above all, pure, virginal 
souls, who have been preserved from the corruption of the world. 
Our Lord wishes virgin priests to serve Him at the altar, thus 
also does He desire virgin souls to make it their principal occu- 
pation, to adore Him in the Holy Eucharist. Furthermore, our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is a God of love; He is the bond 
of mutual love. For this reason the spirit of forbearance and 
mutual love must animate the true adorer. Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament is the most perfect model of humility and 
obedience; proud and obstinate persons are not suitable for the 
service of adoration. 

They Shall Shine Like the Sun. 

If our Lord gives eternal life even to those who receive 

Him but seldom, who rarely visit and adore Him, what reward 
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will He not have in store for those, who out of love for the 
Blessed Sacrament, have left father and mother, brother and sis- 
ter, and all they hold dear? How great, how indescribably great 
will be the reward of those, who live and work for the Blessed 
Sacrament, who consume their lives in Its service! In heaven 
those souls shall shine like the sun. 


Hn Adoration hour Daily. 


The sisters who kneel before the Blessed Sacrament, are suc- 
ceeded in turn every hour by two or four others. Usually a sis- 
ter has an adoration hour daily. 

Persons in poor health cannot be received into the commu- 
nity. Candidates will be admitted between the ages of fifteen 
and thirty years. 

To every religious a suitable occupation is assigned. One 
who is capable of teaching, may be engaged in the Academy dur- 
ing certain hours. Those gifted for church embroidery work, may 
be thus employed. Younger candidates, who are sufficiently tal- 
ented, are further educated by the convent. Anyone accustomed 
to work in the open air, may assist inthe garden. The superiors 
are always careful that everyone has the employment for which 


she is best fitted. 





The Blessed Cure of Ars. 


This holy priest, who departed this life about fifty years ago, 
spent his days and nights in prayer, labored much for God and 
effected numberless conversions. His instructions and exhorta- 
tions were wonderfully simple and touching. 

The following are some of the expressions of this saintly 
priest : — 

Love and Prayer. 

To love God! oh how beautiful it is! We must be in heaven 
to comprehend love.....Prayer helps us, because prayer is the 
elevation of the soul to heaven.....The more we know men, 
the less we love them. It is the reverse with God; the more we 
know Him, the more we love Him. This knowledge inflames the 
soul with such a love, that it can no longer love or desire anything 
but God..... Man was created by love; therefore he is so dis- 
posed to love. On the other hand, he is so great that nothing on 








Vy Ww ws \v 


os 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 185 


earth can satisfy him. He can be satisfied only when he turns 
towards God..... Take a fish out of the water, and it will not live. 
Well, such is man without God. 

There are some who do not love the good God, who do-not 
pray to Him, and who prosper; that isa bad sign. They have 
done a little good in the midst of a great deal of evil. The good 
God rewards them in this life. 


There Is Wotbing Greater Than Man. 


It is glorious to be able to please God, so little as we are! 
Our tongue should be employed only in praying, our heart in 
loving, our eyes in weeping. We are great, and we are noth- 
ing..... There is nothing greater than man, and nothing less. 
Nothing is greater, if we consider his soul; nothing is less, if we 
look at his body. .... We occupy ourselves with the body, as if 
we had it alone to take care of; we have, on the contrary, it 
alone to despise. .... We are the work of a God..... one always 
loves one’s own work..... It is easy enough to understand that 
we are the work of a God; but that the crucifixion of a God 
should be our work! that is incomprehensible... .. 


The Mercy of tbe Eternal Fatber. 


Some people attribute a hard heart to the Eternal Father. 
Oh! how mistaken they are! The Eternal Father, to disarm His 
own justice, gave to His Son an excessively tender heart; no one 
can give what he does not possess. Our Lord said to His Father, 
‘Father, do not punish them!’’..... Our Lord suffered more than 
was necessary to redeem us. But what would have satisfied the 
justice of His Father would not have satisfied His love. Without 
our Lord’s death, all mankind together could not expiate a single, 
little lie. 

In the world, people hide heaven and hell: heaven, because 
if we knew its beauty, we should wish to go there at all costs—we 
should, indeed, leave the world alone; hell, because if we knew 
the torments that are endured there, we should do all we could 
to avoid going there. 

Prayer Is a Fragrant Dew. 


Prayer is a fragrant dew; but we must pray with a pure heart 
to feel this dew. There flows from prayer a delicious sweetness 
like the juice of very ripe grapes. Prayer disengages our soul 
from matter; it raises it on high, like the fire that inflates a balloon. 

The more we pray, the more we wish to pray. Like a fish 
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which at first swims on the surface of the water, and afterwards 
plunges down, and is always going deeper, so the soul also plun- 
ges, dives, and loses itself in the sweetness of conversing with 
God. Time never seems long in prayer. I know not whether 
we can ever wish for heaven. Oh, yes!..... The fish swimming 
in a little rivulet is well off, because it is in its element; but it is 
still better in the sea. When we pray, we should open our heart 
to God, like a fish when it sees the wave coming. The good God 
has no need of us. He commands us to pray only because He 
wills our happiness, and our happiness can be found only in 
prayer. When He sees us coming, He bends His heart down 
very low towards His little creature, as a father bends down to 
listen to his little child when it speaks to him. 

In the morning, we must do like the little child in its cradle. 
The moment it opens its eyes, it looks around the house for its 
mother. When it sees her, it begins to smile; if it does not see 
her, it cries. 

Every Christian Family. 

We have published a book: Beautiful Words of the 
Blessed Cure of Ars, containing a short biography of the Blessed 
Curé of Ars; likewise many of the beautiful words and expressions 
he used: his teachings concerning the love of God, the Blessed 
Virgin, prayer, the priesthood, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
holy communion, the beauty of virtue, the value of time, the 
wretchedness of sin, etc. 

This little publication is admirably suited for first communi- 
cants, for young people in general, as well as for those of ad- 
vanced age. A copy of this book ought to be in every Chris- 
tian family. 

Price, postpaid, in English 35 cts., German 30 cts. 





Approbation and Recommendation. I beg to say that your pe- 
riodical of the Blessed Sacrament ““Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
has my hearty approval and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905.  M. F. Burke. 
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The Month of St. FJosepb. 





the month of March to St. Joseph, the foster-father of 

Jesus Christ and most pure spouse of the Blessed Virgin, 

has long been in existence. Since the time that Pope 
Pius IX. chose St. Joseph as patron of the Universal Church, and 
since Leo XIII. and Pius X. by special encyclicals have so ur- 
gently recommended this devotion in particular for the month of 
March, the veneration of this great Saint has been more gener- 
ally practiced. 

And, indeed, there is scarcely another saint to whom we 
feel more powerfully drawn than to St. Joseph. To him we can 
go with the same confidence and trust as to a tender, loving 
father. We can cling to him and feel as secure as the child 
which he bears in his arms. And why is this? Is it not the 
wonderful humility and modesty which distinguishes the Saint 
and which surrounds his virtues, his dignity and his power with 
an exceedingly attractive glory? 

St. Joseph is a glorious model of humility and sanctity. He 
is as mighty as he seems lowly. He was not a learned man of 
his time, but a simple, common laborer, yet the ‘Eternal Wis- 
dom’’ was subject to him and revealed to him streams of heavenly 
wisdom. No one either before or after him ever drew from It in 
such abundance. Being truly humble he loved silence and 
seclusion. Humility made him contented in his poverty and 
lowly station. Wecould not imagine that St. Joseph ever desired 
to be anything else than the poor carpenter of Nazareth, who by 
the arduous labor of his hands earned the daily bread for the holy 
family whose head God had selected him to be. 

Therefore, dear reader, take St. Joseph for your model. 
Honor him especially by imitating his humility. Be contented 
with the state in which God has placed you. Be not blinded by 
earthly splendor. Neither riches nor honors make us truly 
great. We see from the example of St. Joseph that humility 
exalts, and obedience to the will of God makes us happy. Per- 
haps you are oppressed by cares or heavily burdened by labor. 
Behold what a companion you have. With how many cares 
was St. Joseph not oppressed? Was his confidence in God ever 
shaken? And to nourish the Son of God was the reward of his 
labors. You may rest assured that the more faithfully you imitate 
his example, the more confidently you may expect his assistance. 


C HE praiseworthy custom of pious Christians to dedicate 
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St. Joseph is great and powerful, but he is also full of love 
and willing to help us. If you were to travel the world over, 
everywhere you would hear the eloquent praise of the mighty 
protector of the Catholic Church, who was the foster-father of 
Christ not only during the childhood of Jesus, but remains such 
even today by caring with fatherly kindness for even the poorest 
members of Christ’s mystical body. Therefore go to him with 
confidence and recommend to him all the wants and needs of the 
Church and of her visible head, your own needs and those of 
others and especially the advancement of your soul in virtue. 
And if you are faithful during life in imitating his virtues, you 
will, as he did and under his protection, die happily in the arms 
of Jesus and Mary. 





Devotion to St. Fosepb. 
bow Wt Spread in the Last Fifty Wears. 

ea) T congressional assemblies in honor of our Lady held at 
H Freibourg, Switzerland, and at Rome, the urgent wish 

was expressed that devotion to St. Joseph, the patron 

of Christian families and of the Universal Church, might 
be more widely spread and practiced by the faithful. We there- 
fore, wish also to exhort our readers to a fervent veneration of 
this great Patriarch. 

St. Theresa promoted the devotion to St. Joseph in a special 
manner and it has been spread in this country as well as in Eu- 
rope by the members of the Carmelite Order. The secular clergy 
likewise have devoted themselves to this apostolate, so that now 
we find neither church nor chapel without a statue, image, or altar 
of St. Joseph. Confraternities and congregations have been 
erected to his honor and the month of March dedicated to his 
veneration. 

But St. Joseph is not yet receiving that measure of honor 
which is rightfully due to him in accordance with the place he fills 
and the dignity he holds in being exalted above all the saints, the 
Blessed Virgin excepted. 

In the divine plan of redemption St. Joseph holds after Mary 
and with her a special place, because his services were directly 
connected with the mystery of the Incarnation, while those of 
the other saints were only in relation to the dispensation of 
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grace. St. Thomas says that the virginal espousals of Mary and 
Joseph were arranged for the support of the Incarnate Word. 
The services of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph had direct 
relation to the mystery of the Incarnation, while that of St. John 
and the Apostles were concerned only with the salvation of souls, 
the fruit of the Incarnation. S+¢. Joseph, therefore, occupies the 
first place after Mary in the plan of redemption. 
The Petition. 

In a petition signed by 150,000 bishops, priests, and faithful 
Catholics, and presented to Pope Pius IX. the wish was expressed 
that St. Joseph might be more publicly honored in the liturgy. 
The following points were especially mentioned :— 

1. That St. Joseph might be shown the highest veneration 
after the Blessed Virgin Mary. 2. That his feast might be 
raised to that of the first class and celebrated with an octave. 
3. That his name be inserted in the confiteor, in the prayers of 
~ Church, and the litanies immediately after that of the Blessed 

irgin. 

"The Vatican Council signed by thirty-eight cardinals and 
two hundred and eighteen archbishops and bishops further peti- 
tioned the Holy Father :— 

1. That the Congregation of Rites might rank St. Joseph 
first after the Blessed Virgin Mary in the liturgy, that is, in the 
prayers of the Church and the litanies. 2. That St. Joseph 
might be appointed the principal patron of the Universal Church. 

While this petition was circulating among the bishops, the 
council adjourned on account of political occurrences, which 
made it impossible for all the bishops to give their signatures: 

But Pius IX. wished to do at least something in favor of the 
petition. On Dec. 8, 1870 he declared St. Joseph as patron of 
the Universal Church and raised his feast to that of the frst 
class.—Thus was the public official cult of St. Joseph greatly 
advanced. 

All=-surpassing Dignity. 

Leo XIII. likewise gave a greater impulse to the devotion to 
St. Joseph. In his encyclical ““Quanguam pluries,” he says: 
‘Certain it is that the dignity of the Mother of God is so great 
that after God there can be nothing more exalted. But as St. 
Joseph was united to the Blessed Virgin by the bond of matri- 
mony, there is no doubt that he approached the exalted dignity 
of Mary more than any other creature.—S¢. Joseph ts above all 
the saints in his all-surpassing dignity, because he was, ac- 
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cording to the will of the Most High, the guardian of the Son 
of God and in the eyes of men his father. It is, therefore, quite 
natural to suppose that the Word of God was humbly submissive 
to St. Joseph, that the Son of God was obedient to him, and 
fulfilled all those duties towards him which children owe their 
parents.’’ 

What magnificent words in honor of St. Joseph! The fa- 
thers of the Council desired, ‘“‘that the first place after Mary in 
the public cult and liturgy be assigned to St. Joseph.’’ If St. 
Joseph is the patron of the Universal Church, it is but proper 
that he also, after Mary, be first honored in the public cult and 
invoked every day at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. IfSt. Joseph 
is the nearest to Mary, if he surpass all the other saints in dignity, 
it is but meet, that his veneration, after Mary’s, should be the 
highest and surpass every other. 

Leo XIII. himself drew this conclusion in a letter to the 
Spanish bishops by the words: ‘“‘7here is no honor of which 
St. Joseph ts not worthy.” 

The same Pope Leo teaches that St. Joseph loved the Infant 
Jesus with the love of a father; he therefore loved the Incarnate 
Word with a love surpassing every other love, except that of 
Mary. 

No angel or saint has ever loved the Lord with such a love 
as did St. Joseph; for what love is greater than that of a parent? 
On the other hand Jesus loved his foster-father with a very 
special child-like love; and what a tender child-like love of the 
heart of Jesus must this not have been. 

And, lastly, what angel or saint has more power in heaven 
with Jesus and Mary than St. Joseph? Let us, therefore, send 
our petitions to the throne of Jesus and Mary through this great 
saint, the holy foster-father, St. Joseph. 
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St. Josepb, Patron of the Dying. 





N the year 1876,’’—thus writes a priest from Switzerland,— 
“‘I was newly ordained, and being a victim of the Baden 
Kulturkampf, was obliged to cross the Rhine. I was ap- 
pointed chaplain at the castle in B....At the same time I 

was pastor of the little village where an incident took place, 

which I shall never forget as long asI live. Having been edu- 
cated at a modern gymnasium, I was in no way inclined to give 
credit to ghost stories, and refused to believe anything, which was 
not proved and declared by the Church as an article of faith. 

But experience soon taught me to think differently about some 

things, which I would otherwise not have believed, had my own 

brother told me of them. 

“In B.... there lived a young married couple. They were 
simple, pious people, and on their wedding day had made the 
promise to add an “‘Our Father’’ in honor of St. Joseph every 
evening to their night prayers, that he might obtain for them a 
happy death. They had liveda year happily together when God 
sent them their first offspring. The life of the young woman was 
in imminent danger. When the lady of the castle had informed 
me of this, I wished to visit the sick woman the same evening, 
to administer the last sacraments. It was to be my first sick call. 
But the lady protested saying that it was very improper for a 
young priest and especially for the chaplain of a castle. It were 
better to wait until morning. I allowed myself to be persuaded, 
but my heart was not at rest, and I felt forced to pray that 
the woman might not die without the sacraments. I invoked 
St. Joseph. Then I went to the chapel for the holy oils, my 
surplice and stole, and taking them to my room, placed them 
with the keys of the church. 

“I then retired and slept soundly until one o’clock, when I 
was awakened by a violent ring at the door-bell. I sprang to 
the window, and although it was a clear moonlight night, saw no 
one at the door. I went to bed again thinking it was only my 
excited imagination which made me fancy I heard the ring. But 
I could not rest. I arose, dressed myself and remained seated 
upon my bed. Then there was another ring louder than before. 
I looked out and could see the bell ringing at my room, yet there 
was no body there, and to my inquiries received no answer. For 
two hours I remained watching, reciting my breviary and reading 
my meditation. A third time the bell rang and there was the 
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young husband who called out, ‘O Father, come quickly my 
wife is dying. For two hours we thought her dead, but she has 
revived, and desires that you come at once. Reverend Father, 
why did you not come sooner?’ ‘Well, the lady of the castle 
insisted that it was not proper for me to come tonight, I should 
wait until morning.’ I hastened with the holy oils and admin- 
istered the sacraments of penance and extreme unction to 
the dying woman. She seemed to regain new strength. I hur- 
ried to the church for the Blessed Sacrament. The sick woman 
received the holy Viaticum with great devotion and died as I 
said the words: ‘Into thy hands, O Lord, I recommend my 
spirit.’ 

‘“Never had I seen the moon shine so beautifully and kindly 
as that morning on my homeward journey. It announced to me 
peace of heart and conscience. As it waned, the sacristan rang 
the “‘Angelus,’’ and then tolled the bell for the dead. In de- 
spair the baroness rushed down the stairs crying out, “The poor 
woman is dead, and I am the cause that she died without the 
sacraments! Oh! what shall Ido?’ ‘Have five Masses said for 
the repose of her soul, gracious lady,’ said I, ‘and let us give 
thanks to St. Joseph that he understands it better to provide for 
the eternal salvation of his clients. I hope that we may die as 
well prepared as did this good woman.’”’ 

Let us daily add to our evening devotions some short prayer 


in honor of St. Joseph for a happy hour of death. 
M. K. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 














Santa Barbara Liniment 


An Excellent Remedy 


for 


Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


Awarded a Diploma and Gold Medal. 

We are sole proprietors of this excellent remedy, in the 
United States and Canada. This Liniment has during thirty-five 
years been successfully used for Rheumatic pains, Neuralgia, and 
especially for Muscular Rheumatism. 





Muscular Rheumatism. 


By Muscular Rheumatism is understood a painful disorder of 
the muscles, caused by contracting cold, by change of tempera- 
ture or weather, by dampness, draft, etc. This kind of Rheuma- 
tism causes dull or sharp pains, either in the back, neck, loins, 
hips, or in the limbs. 

For the above mentioned ailments Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment can not be surpassed, and as a rule, it effects a speedy and 
permanent cure, if it is used according to directions and at the 
proper time. To our knowledge there is no remedy for this 
kind of Rheumatism that cures so quickly and effectually. The 
application of the liniment must be repeated until the pain has 
entirely disappeared. In very severe cases two bottles are nec- 
essary to effect a cure. Price per bottle $1. 25, sent prepaid to 
any part of the United States. 

Remark.—When the ailment has developed into gout, in 
which the pains, to a great extent, are in the joints, and which 
frequently causes deformation of the limbs, other remedies must 
be applied. Likewise for Rheumatism of the joints, called 
Inflammatory Rheumatism, and Tuberculosis of the joints or 
bones, our liniment is not effectual. 

Benedictine Sisters, Clyde, Mo. 








